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vour the honey and its maker as "well. The
so-called white ants are not true ants.
Males, Females and Workers. In every
species of ants there are three distinct kinds
of members in each community—the males,
the females and the workers; the latter are
sometimes called neuters, and they abound
in much greater numbers than the other two.
Every colony has at least one queen; as a
rule, several. These latter are larger than
other ants, are frequently more deeply
colored and have very delicate wings with
scaly flounces. Every queen presides over
a colony of from one thousand to two thou-
sand or more ants. The male ant of many
species is winged, as is also the female.
Their courting and mating is carried on
in the air, with every opportunity for ro-
mance; certainly there is known to be choice
and selection as among human beings. The
female loses her wings as soon as her sea-
son of egg-laying begins; the male dies by
the time his progeny reach their natural
form, and long before full growth is attained.
The workers are charged with the safety of
the eggs, later of the little ants in the pro-
gressive stages of development, and still later
with that of the ants too young to protect
themselves. The workers show very tender
care and solicitude for the young, in this
virtue not being excelled either in the animal
or insect world. Besides, the workers per-
form every other kind of labor in their com-
munity. The males and females do not labor
at all.
Lessons on the Ant, There are few
things in the animal or insect world that
furnish more interesting material for study
and investigation than the ant. In the pages
that follow we have aimed to develop many
of the characteristics of these tiny insects,
and believe that teachers, pupils and parents
may use the lessons to great advantage. It
is hoped that what may be learned here may
serve as a basis for further investigation and
independent research. We are asking the
student and reader at the outset to provide
a temporary home for the ant, such as we
shall describe, and to study the ant at close
range; one will then be better prepared to
•understand the later explanations in this
article, and will develop, at the same time,
zest for the work.
Simple Material Required. There will be
no difficulty in securing a variety of speci-
mens of ants for purposes of study, but some
 trouble will be experienced in finding speci-
mens of a size to render careful observation
a matter of ease. The ant is a very small
insect; the largest of the species cannot
successfully be studied without the use of a
magnifying glass. Such a glass—a common
microscopic lens—may be purchased for less
than fifty cents, and possession of one of
these is strongly recommended.
A Temporary Home for Ants. Every boy
and girl who is interested in securing first-
hand information about the life of ants will
construct an observation house, or temporary
home, for them which can be kept in any
room of a residence without the slightest
misgiving on the part of any member of the
family. Indeed, it is quite likely that your
enthusiasm in the work will spread to the
entire household before the investigation has
proceeded far.
If you were a learned scientist you would
call this temporary home or nest a formicar-
ium, which is a Latin term derived from
formica, which means an ant's nest or an ant
Mil. It is easily constructed. Secure a glass
tumbler, as deep as possible but of a width
not exceeding three inches. In this place a
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A TEMPORARY HOME FOR ANTS
A Formicarlum.
portion of an ants' nest which you may find
in your back yard, filling the tumbler about
half full. Let your specimen contain as
many of the little inhabitants as possible.
You cannot hope to preserve the form of the
nest, so make no attempt to do so. One of
the interesting things you are going to ob-

